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Art Unit: 3600 

DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDSs) submitted on 01 October 2007 and 
14 April 2006 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

The claims are objected to because the lines are crowded too closely together, 
making reading difficult. Substitute claims with lines one and one-half or double spaced 
on good quality paper are required. See 37 CFR 1 .52(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16, 18, 22, 24, 25, 34, 36, and 39-41 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by International Publication WO 
00/71827A1 to Andrews. 

As to claim 1, Andrews discloses extensible beam (Fig. 7) comprising a first, 
elongate, element (41); a second element (42) adapted to move relative to the first 
elongate element in order to vary the amount of overlap between the first and second 
elements and thereby vary the length of the beam; wherein the first dement includes 
first and second support portions (52, 53); and the second element includes first and 
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second spaced apart strut members (sections perpendicular to 48, 49) for engagement 
with the first and second support portions respectively. 

As to claim 2, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the first element has an upper portion (central web, Fig. 7) which, in use, is 
capable of providing a surface to support materials above the beam, and first and 
second lateral portions (portions perpendicular to 52, 53) depending from the upper 
portion. 

As to claim 3, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the first element comprises an elongate member with a shape which defines a 
channel with generally rectangular cross-section extending through the member (shown 
in Fig. 7). 

As to claim 4, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 
3, wherein the first element comprises a length of metal C-section (shown in Fig. 7). 
As to claim 8, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 

1 , wherein in use, with the beam in a horizontal orientation, the vertical height of each 
strut member is greater than its thickness (shown in Fig. 7). 

As to claim 9, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 

2, wherein in use, with the beam in a horizontal orientation, the height of each strut 
member is smaller than the height of the lateral portions of the first element (shown in 
Fig. 7). 

As to claim 13, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein a first cross member (48) extends between respective first ends of the first and 
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second strut members and a second cross member (49) extends between respective 
second ends of the first and second strut members. 

As to claim 15, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the first and second support portions are adapted to slidingly engage the 
respective first and second strut members (page 13, line 22 - page 14, line 2). 

As to claim 16, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the second element is located at least partially inside the first element and is 
adapted, in use, to be moved further into the first element in order to reduce the length 
of the beam, and to be moved further out of the first element in order to increase the 
length of the beam, and wherein in the extended configuration less than half of the 
second element can extend out of the first element (page 13, line 22 - page 14, linw 2; 
shown in Fig. 7). 

As to claim 18, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 

1 , wherein the second element further comprises a web portion (shown in Fig. 7) 
extending between the first and second strut members, the web portion being capable 
of preventing parts of a user from being caught within the beam during use in that it is 
solid. 

As to claim 22, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 

2, wherein the first and second support portions are coupled to, and supported by, the 
respective first and second lateral portions (shown in Fig. 7). 

AS to claim 24, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 
16, wherein in use, the relative positions of the first and second elements are 
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constrained so that substantially the entire length of each support portion is in contact 
with, or closely adjacent to, a part of the corresponding strut member, irrespective of 
whether the second element is retracted or extended relative to the first element (shown 
in Fig. 7). 

As to claim 25, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 

1 , wherein a first abutment portion (43) of the second element is adapted to engage part 
of the first element to restrict axial movement of the second element away from the first 
element. 

As to claim 34, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 

2, wherein in use, the strut members are spaced apart from the lateral portions by one 
or more parts (45, 46) of members which form the support portions. 

As to claim 36, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 16 
wherein the second element is dimensioned so that a degree of lateral movement within 
the first element is possible (page 13, line 22 - page 14, line 2). 

As to claim 39, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in any 
claim 1, wherein one, or both, of the first and second elements is made substantially 
from aluminum (page 1, line 13). 

As to claim 40, Andrews discloses an extensible beam comprising a first 
elongate element (41) comprising a top panel (web portion, Fig. 7), capable of 
supporting building materials thereon; opposing side panels (portions extending 
perperdicularly from web portion, Fig. 7) which in use project generally perpendicular 
from opposing sides of the top panel so that the top panel and side panels form three 
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sides of the first element which is generally rectangular in radial cross section; and first 
and second support portions (52, 53) projecting inwardly from respective inner surfaces 
of the respective first and second side panels; and a second element (42) adapted to 
move relative to the first elongate element in order to vary the amount of overlap 
between the first and second elements and thereby vary the length of the beam (page 
13, line 22 - page 14, line 2), the second element comprising first and second generally 
parallel spaced apart strut members (portions perpendicular to 48, 49, Fig. 7) connected 
by at least one cross member (rear web, Fig. 7); whereby the first and second strut 
members are supported by the respective first and second support portions and able to 
slide relative thereto in order to provide relative axial movement of the second element 
relative to the first element. 

As to claim 41, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the extensible beam is capable of being used as a reusable extensible lintel in 
that it may extend across a doorframe and be retracted for removal (page 13, line 22 - 
page 14, line 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5, 6, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over International Publication WO 00/71827 to Andrews. 



Application/Control Number: 10/560,950 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3600 

As to claims 5 and 10, Andrews discloses the claimed invention except for the 
specific dimensions of the individual components. It would have been a matter of 
obvious design choice to make the members larger or smaller, as such a modification 
would have involved a mere change in size of a component. A change in size is 
generally recognized as being with the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Rose, 105 
USPQ237 (CCPA 1955). 

As to claim 6, Andrews discloses an extensible beam as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein the bars are solid bars (shown in Fig. 7). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNTER M. DREIDAME whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Canfield can be reached on (571)272-6840. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hunter M Dreidame/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3633 
/Robert J Canfield/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



